
POWELL COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Minutes are from the July 10, 2015 meeting held at 12 noon at the Deer Lodge Medical Center. 
 
Those present: Bob Toole, Julie Schroder, Shelli Boggess, Linda Spaulding, Marge Bloomquist, Amanda 
Micu and Dave Williams. 
Also present: Jacque Lavelle and Sarah Bannon 
 

Bob called the meeting to order at 12:15 pm 
 
Marge moved to accept the minutes for May and June 2015 as presented, seconded by Linda. 
Motion carried. 
 

- Secretary’s Report – Dave reported membership stands at 74. Inquiries were up 47 to 114, 33 
phone calls, 27 emails and 54 office visits. One Visitor pack and one set of brochures mailed out. Website 
statistics were down at 1.15M hits (-373,547), 1.09M page views (-400,000) and 36,729 unique visitors (-
4,274). 1,014 pdfs were downloaded (+703).  

The MT Office of Tourism launched their new grant system on July 1st, runs for 12 months with up 
to $1 Million available across 4 categories. The Digital Development Grant would enable the Chamber to re-
design our website to be ‘responsive’ and rank higher across all search engines, and be more usable to 
travelling visitors using mobile devices. Dave said he could provide the necessary upgrade for a total cost of 
$1800, a $600 cost to the Chamber. This would include new photography for the upgrade. A motion for 
Dave to go ahead and apply for the grant, up to a maximum cost of $600 to the Chamber, was made by 
Shelli and seconded by Amanda. Motion carried. Dave will supply the Board with a full record of hours 
spent on the project if approved for funding by MTOT.     

Funds in Main Street Beautification account has not been touched since 2010. All of these funds have 
been spent over the last 5 years due to higher costs of beautification than funds received from donations. See 
spreadsheet. Dave asked the board if they wanted to transfer funds from the savings account over to our 
checking account. Discussion followed and it was agreed that since this was designated as a ‘Main Street 
Beautification and General Fund’, the funds could be used for general purposes without further amendments. 

The office had received an e-mail from Dennis Barnett from Montana Canvas in Bozeman, who are 
thinking of adding a manufacturing plant in Deer Lodge employing 10 to 15 people. He had asked about 
Grants or tax breaks available and Julie asked to receive a copy of the email. She and Dave will respond to 
Dennis. 

 

- Territorial Days – Linda said that T had wished to send thanks to Jacque and her husband Jeff for 
helping to load the table and chairs. 

 
- Gold Wing Road Riders – Julie had designed a poster promoting the events of July 23rd through 

25th. She is working on numbered cards for the riders and her and Dave will continue to work on getting 
local stores to attract the riders into their businesses by offering discounts and prizes. 

 
- Demo Derby – Bob said that meetings have been held and progress is being made. The Rules and 

Regs are now up on our website and other locations online. Printed copies will be made and mailed by Dave 
to our list of previous entries. A replacement for Bob Bonato has been signed up, and Bill Lanes, the 
‘Clown’, is back for this years event. 

 
- Grant-Kohrs Ranch – Jacque said visitor numbers are up, at 3055 for June and $1059 in sales. 

Some of their new employees have been using social media to help promote the ranch, post pictures, etc. 
The GK Tripadvisor page has been receiving great comments and they are looking into taking ownership of 
the TA page. Special events have been increasing, with their 3 wedding this weekend. Large groups have 
been coming, with a catered lunch. 

Pumpkin Sunday is on October 18th. Julie offered to print posters and approach local businesses 
informing them of the chance to take advantage of this large influx of visitors. Quilter’s Corner had a great 



day last year, not many local stores open on Sunday. 
Thinking of setting up a ‘Selfie Spot’ which is proving very popular. 

 

- Old Prison Museums – Dave mentioned the Ghost Tour coming up this Saturday, from 10:30 pm. 
Next weekend is ‘The Snow Queen’ in the Gunport Theater. 

 
- Other Business – Elk Tips has their Grand Opening tomorrow. 
Bob and Linda presented a framed ‘First Dollar Bill’ to Elk Tips, Peddlars Path and Olde Crow 

Primatives recently 
 
- SouthWest Montana – Sarah said that tourism in MT is up 10%, up 14% over the first quarter. 
 

- Other Business – Julie reported on her research on the TBID, and handed out a sheet of 
information. She said we do need to be a 501©6 to apply for the TBID and receive the funds from it. Julie 
and Bob had spoken to Mike Blakely and he will make a presentation about 501©6 at our September board 
meeting. 

 
Shelli moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Marge. The meeting was adjourned at 1:23 pm 
 


